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THE MAKING OF A BISHOP

Rt. Rev'd Father Laish Zane Boyd

Today, he stands tall and stately, with a
ready smile, a sharp mind and a humble
heart. He is trained and qualified to lead
The Church in “promoting its mission,
proclaiming Christ’'s death and resurrection
and working for justice and truth in the
world” (Book of Common Prayer, 430). He
is husband to Joanne and daddy to Zane,
Joash and Nathan. He is our Bishop
Coadjutor, Reverend Father Laish Zane
Boyd. Perhaps you're wondering how he
arrived at this place.

Let's journey to the island known as “The
Big Yard”, Andros — a place where fathers,
mothers and grandparents dream big
dreams for their offspring. Bishop Boyd's
parents and grandparents were such
persons. His father, the late Wilton Boyd
from Fresh Creek, journeyed to Nassau
where he joined the Royal Bahamas Police
Force, rising to the rank of “Chief
Inspector”. His mother, the late Ruth
(McNeil) Boyd of Mastic Point, also left the
island of her birth to improve her lot in
Nassau. After completing her studies at
The Government High School, she taught
at Western Senior before joining British
Overseas Airways Corporation (BOAC).
Following that job, she gave stellar service
to this country through her work at the
Ministry of Tourism, particularly in the
Hotel Licensing Department.

Bishop Boyd’'s maternal grandfather,
Yelverton McNeil, was a boat captain. He
and his wife, Irene (Bain) McNeil, came to
Nassau and lived in an area between West
and Augusta Streets called “Babylon”! She
was a seamstress known for making
cassocks for servers and clergy of the
Anglican Church. One priest for whom she
made a cassock was the late Dean Foster
Pestaina, while he was Curate at St. Agnes
Parish. Do you think she knew then, as
she was cutting that cloth, that her own
grandson would one day wear the very
same cloth? Do you think she knew then,
that that grandson would become Rector
of the very same church, Holy Cross
(September 1, 1997), founded earlier by
Dean Pestaina?

Her daughter, Ruth, knew in her heart,
that her son would become a priest. In fact,
like her mother, she too prayed that he
would. And doesn’'t God answer a sincere
prayer, silent though it may be, especially
when it comes from the heart of a loving,
caring mother or grandmother? The prayer
they never revealed to him?

He, however, had other plans. Between the
ages of nine to about fifteen, he dreamed
of becoming a physician. And when the
thought of becoming a priest entered his
head, he was horrified! Nevertheless, “God
(was) working His purpose out as year
(succeeded) to year,” (Hymns A. & M., 735).
So, to those who believe these words, there
was ho surprise in learning of his ordination
to the Diaconate in St. Agnes in July 1986

continued on pg. 6
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CAPTURED MOMENTS
OF THE ORDINATION OF
BISHOP BOYD

Ordination - Bishop Boyd (Photos By David E. Knowles)



unper THE DILLY TREE

Letter from Rev’d Fr. Kingsley Knowles
|




unper THE DILLY TREE unper THE DILLY TREE

- g Ny
2006 IN PICTURES SOCIAL OUTREACH
PATRONAL FESTIVAL RECOGNITION SERVICE FATHER’S DAY MOTHER’S DAY
HOLY WEEK ACW
YOUTH MARCH
CHRISTMAS

YOUNGER PRIEST




unper THE DILLY TREE

Letter from Rev’d Dr. Hamilton
]

e T

The Making Of A Bishop
(cont’d from pg. 2)

and to the Priesthood in Christ Church
Cathedral in June of the following year.
Bishop Boyd served as Curate at Christ
The King, Nassau (1986-89), Rector of Our
lady and St. Stephen, Bimini (1989-92),
and Priest Vicar at Christ Church
Cathedral (1992-1997).

Yes, this branch from roots in “The Big
yard” has promoted, proclaimed and
worked. And God has blessed his deeds.
And although those roots lie in the ground,
their glorious spirits shine from their
blissful seats. They have given rise to “a
bishop...above reproach...well thought of
by outsiders...” (1Timothy 3:2-7).

The Reverend Laish Zane Boyd was
consecrated and ordained Bishop Coadjutor
in The Diocese of Nassau, The Bahamas
and The Turks and Caicos Islands in June
2006.

In earlier years, his mother lived on what
is now the parking lot of the Princess
Margaret Hospital. The one directly in
front of Addington House! Now you know
how the boy, Laish, arrived at this place.

To God be the glory!




unDer THE DILLY TREE

e\ —— oy

YOUTH RECOGNITION
SERVICE

The Youth Department of St. George’s
started 2007 with a bang as it recognized
those young persons of the church who
excelled throughout 2006.

In a service held on February 18th’
members were honored in the following
categories: “GPA 3.0 and above”;
“Displaying Morals and Values”; “Most
Involved”; and “Most Outstanding”. The
theme was “ Striving Towards Excellence”.
The key note speaker Rev'd Fr. I. Timmy
Eldon the former Youth Pastor of the
church, emphasized the importance of
education and working to achieve the best
with God at the helm. His speech was well
received by those who attended the evening
service. It was a magnificent celebration
of praise and worship through songs,
readings and prayer.

Remarks by Fr. Russell (left),
Key Note Speaker: Rev’d Fr. I. Timmy Eldon

(right)

As that celebration came to a close it left
the Youth Council of the church with
renewed vigour, and minds filled with
ideas and concepts that would aid the
spiritual growth of the young persons of
St. George's Church. The Youth

continued on pg. 8

GUIDED BY THE PARKERS

When the late Cleveland Burrows of
Governors’ Harbour, Eleuthera, his wife
lvy nee Glass, of Georgetown, Exuma and
family began worshipping at St. George’s,
they did not imagine the roles their children
and grandchildren, then unborn, would
play in the life of The Church and the
community!

Later, their daughter Cleomi who had been
baptized at St. Agnes, completely immersed
herself in various ministries of “The
Anglican Church in The Valley”. She was
a Sunday School Teacher (for 7 years) and
President of the Anglican Young People’s
Association (AYPA). Under the Presidency
of the late Honourable George W. Mackey,
she was Assistant Secretary of the AYPA
Council. Furthermore, she joined the
Singing Choir when Mrs. Agnes Archer,
mother-in-law of our own Brenda Archer,
was one of the organists. During that period
the Choir Masters were the late Mr. Joel
Knowles and Mr. George Whitfield and
Mrs. Shelagh Strachan was the Choir
Mistress.

Since then Cleomi Parker’s service to her
God and her church has remained
unbroken. Indeed, she has demonstrated
her commitment in many ways. She was
Chairperson of the Evangelism Ministry
and Secretary of the Vestry. She is still an
active member of the Prayer Chain, the
Guild to Help The Sick and Needy and the
Usher Board.

She was married in August 1969 and is
the mother of Deborah (Debbie), Desiree
(Desi), Danya and Venetia and
grandmother of Mikarah, Dana and
Jasmine. Her influence on her children is
obvious. They are all connected to their
Church. They are all doing well.
Undoubtedly, however, their contributions
have been underscored in the 36
Company of the Girl Guides Association
at our Church, under the leadership of Ms.
Louise Barry. And to this Organization,
Cleomi Parker has given service also: two
(2) years on the Bahamas Girl Guide
Council!

Through this Organization, her children
moved up the ranks from “Brownie” to
“Guide” to “Ranger Guide”. They learnt
meaningful lessons that serve them well
in their lives today, personally and
professionally. They received basic training
in cooking, including cooking on outdoor
fires, entertaining, physical fitness, CPR
and even auto care! Very importantly, too,
they learnt discipline and organizational
skills. They learnt to give the best of their
service and to work as a team for the

continued on pg. 8




Guided By The Parkers
(cont’d from pg. 7)

common good. These values were nurtured
and developed through a variety of
activities in which they participated, locally
and abroad.

These young ladies logged many hours at
local old folks and children’s homes, reading
and singing to the residents, grooming
them and doing basic chores. These
experiences helped to heighten their
awareness of the less fortunate and to
instill in them the importance of “giving
back” to their community, through
charitable work. These lessons are
treasured in their hearts and they have
carried them to the world stage.

For example, Danya was one of five (5)
young ladies chosen to represent The
Bahamas at Camp Olive, in celebration of
the 100th birthday of Lady Baden Powell.
That Camp was on the historic site of the
Battle of Hastings (1066). What a
memorable experience for her! Debbie and
Desi pitched their tents at Camp Echo
Valley, in Canada. In addition, Debbie
forged lifelong ties while camping in
Trinidad and Tobago. Venetia has
memories also, of “guiding” in Canada.
She and several members of the 36!

Company enjoyed a camping trip there.
Coincidentally, Debbie, Desi and Venetia
returned to Canada for their tertiary
education, and Danya returned to England
to attend university!

The Parkers work in the Parish of St.
George and in the 36t Company of Girl
Guides. Cleomi Parker is now the People’s
Warden. Her youngest daughter, Venetia
will graduate from University this Spring,
and return to The Valley. Her oldest
granddaughter, Mikarah, has already
moved from “Sunflower” to “Brownie”. By
God's grace and mercy, they will continue
their legacy of guiding.

Speak with any of them. They all have a
story to tell. Perhaps they can convince you
too, to become a guide.

Youth Recognition (cont’d from pg. 7)

Department encompases the organizations
of the AYA, CYM, St. Ambrose Guild,
Sunflowers, Brownies, Guides, Rangers,
Cubs, Scouts, Youth Choir, and within a
few months, the Church Band. The new
Youth Pastor, Rev'd Kirkland Russell,
heads a board of enthusiastic persons who
are very interested in the welfare of the
youth of the church.

They have many great outreach plans for
the year as they seek to bring more young
people into the church, especially those
from the surrounding community. So stay
tuned for more events that will be coming
up from the Youth Department.
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UPCOMING YOUTH
EVENTS

> AIDS Seminar - AYA June 2007

» Teen Discovery - June 29th to
July 1st, 2007

» Fun Day - July 14th, 2007

ST. GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Tel: (242) 322-1139 / (242) 325-8997
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